
wonderful northern regions, bat to enliat
pathiea in aid ol a ga.Unt band of men, who
ler six yean been bidden there from the rest of
m&Lkind. Tbo lscturer then gave a goographical
description of tbo Arctio Ooean, which waa, he said,
previous to It'll), a great blaon in the chart of the
world, bat which has since been auryeyoJ and de¬
lineated. He alio discussed tho praotioal utility of
the explorations which had been made, and their
results in determining the exact shape of oar planet .

and adding to astronomical information. la lslJ
Sir J ohn lloss had navigated Baflia'a Bay ; Captain
Parry made other discoveries in the subsequent
Ttar ; and others alsa followed, in 1SI5 GreatNrltain determined to renew theso expeditions.
The shifs Erebus and Terror were fitted oat for that
turpo<e,acd Sir John franklin was selooted to oom-
inand them. The sympathy felt for his fate is not
confined to his owu country, but extends to the
whole univi-rso. He adverted to tho sufferings and
labors of himself and Lis gallant band in their pre-
vans expedition ; but they had overcome alidiiu-
cultios, and returnei triumphant. To the_ great
powers of endurance which Sir I ohn l*ranklia had
displayed, ho united noblo and benevolent traits of
character. He is known this day, to the Indiana
of North America, as " tho great chief who would
cot kill a mosquito " In May, 1H15, this ae*
expedition had departed to that place, from whence
they had not jet returned. They were last
Ken in Baffin's Bay. Tho ioo of that region
is known as tbo pack ioo. Soinetimos this
is oiio mass of consolidation, at others the
ice w broken up into fragments of all aizoa.Thft ice was the seat of Franklin's first imprisjn-
ment, and the American expedition remained in it
for two seasons. When tho year IS50 arrived this
gallant band had beeu away five years The whole
civilized world had manifested its anxiety about
their fate. An appeal to our own oountry was
ftado by the nobio Lady Franklin, and you all
know how this appeal was responded to by one of
our fellow- citizens. The expedition fitted out by
himleftNew if ork on tho 23d of Way, 1850; onthe
7th cf July, they wore fairly within the wators of
Lancaster Sound. Aftor three months ef arduous
duties, they found themselves opposite Wellington
Channel, when tboy made the great dis:overyof the
exjiedition.namely, the gra7ea of some of Sir John
Franklin's pa*ty on Beaohy Island, marked by their
sittple heaistones. Here, whero everything spoke
if detolatioa, they were made to feel by tho record
of death, tho life thit had gono before them. Neir
Ue gravo of one a lad namod Dorington. was
[at of tho skeleton ol a fox ; quite near wore tho
tinders of tho blacksmith's shop, ani a groat num¬
ber of empty mtat casos, hermetically sealed, and
tor miles round they found the traces of hu¬
manity ; and it was evident that iu tho bay
before them, now called Fraukliu'a Bay, had
ventured tbat gallant commander and hia
bst cruise; bat ihero was n* indication of

« iow they had leit, or whither they had gane. There
«uld be Jittlo dcubt, however, that Franklin had
ITOcecdcd to the North, as tho hagiish searchers
irovo he had not gone to tho West. Mysterious as
ad been his departure, Providence hid ordainod
hat they should follow in his footsteps- Their ves-
els we.'e soon surr'jur-.d?a by the iae, which fasten-

d close around them, atd tbey were rapidly drift
>g to the North. The thermometer fell far bobw
ero; ic» formed onthoir bedding: soup froze on tho
iblo They drifted to latitude 75 65, when
bey saw a high mountain land, which wa9 named
lenry Grintell Thoy were carried along aa
pecks, without boisg able to leave any marit bl¬
ind them; and they thought how probable it Wis
hat the treao'oerous ice had, in like manner, oloaod
i on Sir John Franklin, and that_ tho wind had
iGught him on still further. It is now the sixth
rioter since hota:soi beyond the recorded frontier
f the world. What has been his fats ? Can he
ave survived 1 This is tho only queitioa whioh it
(came him to discuss beforo a community that
lay contribute to his probable resoue. The casual-
es attending Arctic investigatioas, though fro-
uently d sasttous, are not generally attended with
us of life. The icemassos almost always give no-
tee of their approach, and not unfroquontiy afford
ridges for escape, in tho gale of 1SJ2, inw&ioh so
jaiiy vessels wore wrecked, out of* thousand moo,
rho were cast upon the ioe, only seven last their
ives; and he considered that it was hardly probable
hat both the Erebus and Terror were Bimul-
aneously destroyed. Lancaster and Wellington
ounds wore crowded with life, which form tho food
f the Fsquimaux, so that a cast off party might
irocure and lay up materials for gustenauce, if tttey
tad only savtd a harpoon or a knite; but with pow-
ler and shot they could have an unceasing s ipp'y
tf food from the aDimal migrations Ha would
.ather take bis chanses of life in the polar zone
han in the centre of civilized Earope; but it will
said he) be asked, can Europeans resist the effects
A tho climate 1 In reply, he would only say that
Europeans havo so lived In tho island of spitz oer-
geu, parties of Russian fur hunters so live. Ho had
Himself seen a Dane there wao hai lived sixty oat
of eighty j eari wi huut e rer losing sight ofsaow; but
be might also refer to Sir John lloss, who was im-
prinoned in the ico for four years, and yet had lost
but one man. He, the lecturer,

^
was of opi.v.oa| that the search fur Sir John Franitliu wa3 not

among the projeots which could bo exposed as use¬
less by any sound argument; but ho fait the proba¬
bility of his ships having been hemmed in by the ice
as theirs were, acid drifting on down to the north in
Wellington Channel Tney had beon.approachia,:

a region unknown to voyager?, from which ao mts-
fiiv© could be fexit to tell ol them, and oat of whici
they could not, unaiaod, oscape. Bat happily for
them, it was otherwiao ordered. Winds from the
north ?ct in, and they diifted to tho south, and sonn
again they came within sight of tho isthmus of tho
graves To a quostion from one of the audicaco,
the lecturer staiud that the mean width k>f this isth¬
mus was thirty miles. It then becamo evident to
tbtm that th. y were leaving behind thorn tho n-
sions whero only it was probable that their search
could be of any avail. On the first ot' Djoomoer
they had pa.<sed Lancaster Sound. It waj thon
ttxt, in expectation of immediate destruction, an
o*^an;zation was entered iuto tho com u mder
gud ttli'-ers Sledges wcro eoUlnioMi and all

{(reparations mado to meet tho worst that might be-
altthem. The Kesjuo was abandonod, anl the
otbsr ve.scl, the Advance, rccelvod ail hiais. 1»;.
Kane gave an interesting description of thiir coa-
ditior. at this critical period 'lake, sa-d ho, an
unbroken arcui ot icoj ftud ioiagiii*) kfO llttWTMMjlenclosed in it. From one ot the^e ve:sels hangi out,
n* noon and midnight, a Imtern, ar.d m"n aro har¬
nessed into sleighs, and preparing themselves to en¬
counter tho daugurs and fatiguis to which thoy may
soon be exposed. Tue ioi in whi^h thay wore en«
ctcfed wns li"e feet in thickness, sometmes ven,
md rearly resenabling glass.

_

Winter h_ii crept
hi: on thtm, and with wimer, night. Thjir knap-
Bicks never deserted thorn, and thoir Indi i ruboer
j oat bad ofiei baen launched, in expectation o. the
Satai>trol)he. It pained him to recall this period.
Ttey were rapidiv, all this time, appro.io i '.g

^

"

ii s Bay, of »*iicU rcgioathey kaow very Utile; but
|Si' fames Hops had ailuJed to it ai a land orntliog
rith iceberg*, and o it of whioh it was almost im?os-
sitlo for a vessel to escape At length the ije broke,ami large bla:k rivers 11 :>ated through it; th3 thjr-

Imomcter was forty degrees below ztro. Oas night
thiy were all suddi nly called u,>; they o*mo on

Jeclj, and savawhito colossal mass which w ts
mr ung right down on their brig, aceomp >uud oyEho solemn orchestra of the ice voices =i came
tho crest, from whieti thoy could soe the lolii oloots
r,f ice masonry tumbling. Now to the ship Ji-ne a

nbratory trembling. :ho aolossal rat bears
iown upon them-is vithin twelve yards o them-
bow within six yard3, and cow within C:X uet
i>i them Suddenly its motion cea cs, and it re
jiiaius towering over them They oxp^Jtc l it to
jcr.r on tb;m during tho night, but it oiivel
io farthsr, but ctood there for five_ m.mihi, a

iior.tun^nt of G >i's mercy and nnu's helples-MOM
)r. K '.no then f.ated his con viotlon that &.r J oao
:"raiii. n aLd his party ha.d boon carried by no ioo
n»o tho Polar sea, whero thoy remained h^amoa
n. and asked how th<y were to be reseued Bo-
ween the northern point whica tho AiavriiVJ -'"P,3-
litiwa nad r.a.hbd, and toa; at which trxnyusartvis. perhaps not m»,r9 than throo or lour !) Jn-
rod" miles lr»t«T#no Sh*ll Ubi th^four hurlrod
iics, potbaps lets, defled tuo efforts of all hu-
anitj l Why can wo not travorso it, nnd ptss
jo ice ? Wc can do so ; but wo trust %'U-ft VO. vo s,0
or own enorg es, and less to 'ttr voMe)s_ 1 i a

i»ne whore nature has declared against al fluiditv,
'esse Is are of no avf'l. A depot mu-t bo estab-
~sh?d, and a Tossel placed in a secure harb >*, wiou
.in lies of food clothing, and ail tha appurtonanc :3
f a floating homo; and then the oountry arou
oust be Bcoured by land parties, tra'oll'U^ with
icdjo, tent, and India rubber boat. Suoh a p au

. Ltrioctly practicablo. Tho Laglishha.'e already
ravelled thus five, six, an i sovoi huiiiroJ milos by
0 and it is probable thxt, honcofortb, all Arctic
larches will be oonduo-ed on foot, vessels being
roily '.18Cd as a means of transport. Tao crus.vdo
notyet ended. Those ^ho nave gone before ha?e
Utd but th«y have only left the prize for otherswill and tho cry ot rescue rings out from the

of humanity. Two years a^o, tho flold of!rch waa an ice-clad ocean-vague, inho«pitable,ift,'kUss Now it is a nanow soa, instinct wica Ufa,
'id uiarked by tho tra:es ol the missing men vVe
,.,e seen their footsteps in the snow; and is it now

i vro ought to tarn hack ! Have we no duty to
.form in this u Itttt o.tbepooploof »oo I ,

,h h, but for tho exploration of such a mau as

>.. klin, wou'ai tiave iemain"d a trackless '-ink
u j'tio charts uf the ooean. We ha e sprint o 1 io

... r is ofMtxico wita offerings of our o«vu bloo 1, to
¦nVnue tin lied wreath of barron glory.'

ifcnor, i 1 sink, and die, among tho . i

numlj of tho Sacramento; bit t«r thv.
I, ,i0 j'ir.r. t impair, nir doath do'.m-

jf to. > loids . that oivlc orovni:' A
Ita tho vDi-ds, " frocie «.¦"> iM-hjve _« ¦; »

.0D, and r. . !¦ noy, 1 1 reserve t i.

. i oonoluilon, announced tha*. ho wjull, ol
*

^ j. liver M .-coal lo 't ire n 1»
auruquo K:vtur,..,f v w : i > s " Hn
urso waa atteuvively i.s^owd t> '/ ^ ' »
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Spiritual MtklftttaUaaai
LICIT?BE IN BROOKLYN, B* D*. SCOTT.EXTEAOEM"
NANY HISTORY OP TUB PEREGRINATIONS OP TIIH
SPIRITS OF TWELVE APOSTLES OF T1IE NEW III*.
On Tuesday evening, Dr. Soott gave a lecture on

" Spiritual Manifestations," at Moatague Hall,
Brockljn. He was acoompanied on the stand by
the Rev. Mr. Harris, pastor of the Seventh Day
Baptist Church, in Elevonth street, New York.
Both gentlemen presented a cadaverous, unearthly,
wild appearance, produoed, no doubt, by tho influ¬
ence of tho spirits. The lecturer seemod the more

visionary of the tvro. He is tall, pale and. gaunt,
with remarkably heavy, dark browa projecting over
sunken eyes, and a peculiar sepulchral voise.all
which are oaloulated to strengthen the idea of his
being a person aoonstomod to communications
nith tho other world, eithor above or bolow.
He said ho did not come before them to adiroja

them on any subject that would Hatter their vanity,
but on one of tho greatest moment. It was either
tho greatest deoeption in tho world, or it was con¬
nected with man's highest interests, both here a id
hereafter, though scorned and sneered at by the
world- When wo first heaid ef tho spirit rappings
none was more inoredulous than himself ; and hid
any person then told him that ho would stand up
this evening to advooate tho oause, ho would have
either regarded him as a madman, or would havo
suspected himself of insanity. However, ho was
converted to the faith, and was invited by a number
of persons in New York to preach the gospel, and
they undertook to pay the expenses. At that time
several clergymen and editors were outraged in it.
Last summer, the "mediums" came to Now York,
and many believed that these were spirits that gave
manifestations, but he did not. During the
Tappings, not one quostion was ever answerod
to nirn, from men or saints, devils or angelsThere wero eeverol clergyman in Now York, *ho
espe>uf(d tho cause of tho rappings; but ho was still
opposed to it. At longth, a friend, from Putnam
county, wroto him a letter, and this was tho begin¬
ning of his history in connection with the rapping*.
The gentleman in question wrote to him to say
that, in New York, he (L)r. Scott) ooald get no
answer to his questions from the spirits, but if he
came to Pntnam county he would get answers.
This astonished him very much, for his friend in
Putnam couuty was not aware that he had been
seeking any answers from the spirits, and there wis
no way in which ho could know it, but by the com¬
munication of the spirits themselves, lie (Dr. S )
went to Putnam county; but when there, tho spimsaid to him, through a little boy, that ho must <o
to Auburn, whore his mother would converse with
him. He was still incredulous, for he could get no
answers, except that his mother would talk to
him at Auburn; but ho said to the spirit, how
ean I believe you 1 Why do you send me to
Auburn The spirit replied that there was a bet¬
ter medium thero. Ho went to Auburn, and tho
spirit told him his mother would meet him at niae

o cloek, and tell hiui everything. He went to tho
rappers at the appointed hour. He took every pre-
cawtion against deception. The roem was locked,
and no carpet was on the floor. Tho maiden name
of his mother was distinctly spelled out to* him,
and there was no person thero could know her
name, nor that he resided in Brooklyn The rap¬
pings then proceeded, and gave a history of his
childhood, and detailed all the circumstances of his
mother's death ; he was at that tiae twolvo years
old. The spirit of his mother apked him, " Do
you remember that when dying 1 took the Bible
and put it te your heart, and entreated you to lovo,
and study, atcl obey it!" He recollected the cir¬
cumstance well, and was deeply affected; but still
he waa resolved not to be caught, and thought
there might be some delusion or humbug. He
called up other relatives ; they oame, and told him
all abrut hi) private affairs, wbioh none knew but

«r^A #L 5' inieed» bo know the spirits
were there, and he was informed further that

k
r by t0 make these rovola

in to tim> because Christ was about to appear
n»r! m?' ?nd. theso ?,gns and w°nders were to pre-
Ln.irA {or,u,s comiI1K- He was, therefore, chosen

lrn^A H01 ? Cau80" Tho mappings commenoed
louder and louder, and told him many things which

57o7ffiSK:^.fWd tohSi^JlSSS
P- j of tho thing; but he had not time at present to

I m
a"dieDC0- Ho immediately beoamo

himself, and felt that fee could do almost
everything through tho spirits. For instance

a. table in the room, and whenever he'
fh« «

spirits to hold it down, all tho persons in
Oould not raise it, and when he asked the

ii In !H . J.it0 be rai8cd' a ohild oould lift

to hi uJi!l the table was weighed, and was found
II.

for any Pe"on to raise it.
M

thls muit bo psychology There
wero fitteeen persons present who could boar
teaimosy to this, aifd all of whom had
Ihf- u was. then a9ked tho Bpiri.s if
moJs W0Hld permit tho little boy who was the

10 K° outside the house. Tho spirits as

sented, the boy went out, but tho result was the
same. Jthad been hinted that it might bj by
machinery, magnetism, or some collusion or
other ; yet when the boy was away the effect was
the tame, and the table was in tho house of ui-
believers. In these interviews the spirits alwiys

? J1 th° .Decea8ity of boldly defend¬
ing the gospel, and coming out more thoroughly
frcm the world. The spirits told him that he

hesitation ahtOfg0hherka bulievor- He stiil some
hesitation, but hts brothor beside him here (K.ev.

y,arr") and h® engaged together in a thorough
investigation, both determined to save tho other
from any fraud or collusion, and after a long trial
Hnfii^>U?her?Ufv,eiparunenU' th°y Cime to the c in¬
clusion ihat their movements wnre all from tho
if1". °ii^f?d,\. ,Ihey bad communication with St.

r,it them that a change was about to take
Pi ®.1° the world; that war and carnage wouldocaue;
.hat the whole creation would enjoy repose, and
k Tn rt.ed t0.g0 forth and Proa<5b. He (Dr.

v »Pu I ^o fcared the world would

udt& Ln hS- il8, li.°nds would a11 forsaka him,
and th&tail his earthly intereits would be blighted.
The rapping* then replied, that if ho believed this

philosophy fioma higher sphere to exalt, man
-m his present condition, why should ho cue
about these temporary ma'ters ! He felt satisfied,
Snhi«2!l^9#80*£Brtntl!.®anife8Uti0D8 mule

tllfn m f M Cr^' b3xt)d UP bis goods, hu3-

.?r« 1, ,^ together, and he was like a mad mia

?n.. . 1 he spirit exhorted him to go to
Syracuse, and he was sent from thon:o to Auburn,
where tho spirit askod him to invito his broth-ir
(liev. Mr. Harris). He wrote him a letter, but
'.range to say, the spirit cemmunieated t j his bro-

f r' JD' andto Set out without waiting
fh« actually parsed it on tho road,

tht fir w
' 0 8puit8 would tell him all

1 fii */ai8 doiDK. and would toll \Ir.
Hams all that he (Dr. bcott) was doing. Thov

P* n°,te8 ? memoranda>a books, and never
fourd a amglo mistake on either sido. Tuey printed
in Auburn these revelations uaier tho title of "Dis-

hr'-0fm.6 &Pirlt,,«" '* sixtooa numbers But
bis heart still yearned for Brooklyn, hia own place,

now tell tbein how ho got back. Th#
spirits told him that ha must now go to tho moun¬
tains where God wo&ld come nearer to him, and
where the influence of external magnetism would
not operate to couoterrct theinflnence of the spirit*.
Ihtrc were twelve of tiern in all who went on this
IjJgrimage, and one Jittle child. They were first
directed to go to C-lumbu,-, in Ohio, and from

[\>tC°lh0 "l'P'W »®nt them to Cincinnati.
>V hen they armoi ther.e a man told thorn tho/

fi?i ®° up tbo riVer ' bat spirits told
them the contrary, and the spirits were right.
J bey foiJow.d thorn lib o chilJrdn ovory.fhere:
ar.d it people only key* what they wero
al out as they went aioBg, how ridiculous tney
would have ap;cire<1. (-uii re -^od laughter ) Tie
®°®Wfhd!d. fail in faith; but f.i!e! in coUgS
«r.d health, utd they wero taking of rotarning
Ile a {.l/itg however, encouraged thorn to go on,

M Is?. °JD Utu tiuy 15111110 t0 a mduntlin,
p<f «« .7 ,J-Cd ^ be spirits ogvn told them to
go on, and tiny went thirty miles further. Thev

a? <
{:iC ^r'v r*?Ped on the carriage

Ar.d to dM^s ^C3lt inej Cou>d notg6t thora
C utat laughter ) Tu«jy passed on to the nox
aim, when the spirits agiin rapped, and told thom
to purchase tho farm on which thoy stood, aad
th.t the owner wanted to sell it. Tho fa;t was so.

1, ,
postmaster at Mountain <>ova, c*iuo

to the ro ard oflered the farm for sale. Ho said lio
knew they wero \ank«es, from tho East,
ana wanted a bargain, (\lueh laughter.)

I A'1C^ bought the farm. Ho remained there during
the winter, nnd had many interviews with thespifits
1 hey told him he must go back to New Voik. Ho

j did, and here he is. In this narrative, he had not

| told anythug tbat others woro not ready to provo

I i heso rappings convinced him that thoy sp/ko as

I the spirit dictated. W !ion ho broached the eioctrine
firit in Auburn, he thought he had a largo audi-neo
in twelve persons ; atd ihen a mau told him, if ho
had the power, ho would imprison him far life, so .is
to present hnu doing mi« hief nmong the com-

muiiity. v\ Ucn he kit Auburn, he had art auJieuja
of lr<»in f*00 to 1,000 J horo was or>e remarkable
fact connected with the. a rapping*, whioh was t.»;s,

cvf ry icritrn who investigated then was c,n

or.ui . i
end Ihese revelations unfolded the

r m iJtn\ '8
. ,'nan ij being, and opened up a glo

his <.< . a,° h.,iT,«"r- This »a« tho h:uoryof
th ? the ripping s, which he ro. rod

1 tMl an? T'mli frU;n'ls- 1 ° morro v evening,
iar! i t*

«*plain tho philosophy ol tie

«u. oI!nb<t!C5 k° °harg9 for admir#ion, the plate
, b,°,n »"u a out; a collectiou uk, u u. , to

deiif.i the «*pon«es of the room

1 ; H K AT Wll.UAMsroWN CoT.l.Boe . Till (r ; n-
Ttdf .nm e i.u»ot«J with the Coli-R* at iVi.lm n*', tnt>,
tin. wis di'f t/ojfd I'* fh« on tfi« .« of itie
)1 ft L f» m>"u*. ^i'KO fn» b'lM'lhn oini-

.i| civ. i ut « t.kKr, ami **. w«'t »«:. » ii fJ.

AMERICAN LITERATURE.

THE DISCOURSE OF MR. BRYANT
ON THB

LIFE AND GENIUS
or

JAMES FEW1M0RE COOPER.

Delivered Last Piifht at Metropolitan Hall.
4tc. Ac. Sic.

It In now srmewhat mors than a year since the friends
cf James Fenimoie Cocker, in this city, were planning
to gi*e a public dinner in bis honor. It was intended an
an expression both of the regard they bore him person¬
ally, and of the pride they took In the glory bis writ,
legs had reflected on the Amerioan name. We thought
of what we should say in his hearing ; in what terms
worthy of him and of us we should speak of the esteem
in which we held him. acd of the Interest we felt in a

fame which bad already penetrated to the remotest nook
of the earth inhabited by civilised man.

To- day we assemble for a sadder purpose; to pay totbe
dead some part of the honers then intended for the llv.
ing. We bring our offering, but he is not here who
should receive it; In bis stead are vacancy and silence-
there is no eye to brighten at our words, and no voloeto
answer. " It is an empty office that we perform," said
Virgil, in his melodious verses, when commemorating the
virtues of the yrong Marcellus, and bidding flowers be
strewn, with full hands, over his early grave. We might
apply the expression to the present occasion; but it would
be true in part only. We can no longer do anything for
him who is departed; hut we may do what will not be
without fruit to those who remain It is good to occupy
our thoughts with the example of great talent* in con-
junction with o-reat virtues, ilis genius has paseedaway
with bim. but we may learn, from the history of his life,
to employ the faculties we possess with useful aotivity
and noble aims; we may copy his magnanimous frauk-
nerehis disdain of everything which wears the faintest
retnb'ance of deceit, bis refusal to comply with current
abuses, and the courage with which, on all occasions, he
averted what he deemed truth, and combatted what he
thought error.
The circumstances of Cooper's early life were remarka¬

bly suited to confirm the natural hardihood and minli-
ness of his character, and tooall forth and oierclfe th*t
extraordinary power of observation which accumulat»d
the materials afterwards wielded and shaped by his ge.
Lius. Hie father, while an inhabitant of Burlington, in
Ijew Jersey, on the pleasant banks of the Delaware, was
the owner of large poHsessions on the borders of the
Otsego lake, in our own State; and here, in the newlv
cleared fields, be built, in 1780. the first house la
Cooperstown. To thie home Cooper, who was barn in
Burlington, in the year 1780, was conveyed in his infancy,

a I'd bere. as be informs us in his preface to the .. Pio¬
neers," bis first imprsseions of the external world were
obtain, d. Here he passed his childhood, with the Tfcst
forest around him, stretching up the mountains tbat
overlook tfce lake, and far beyond, in a region where the
Indian jet roamed. and the white hunter, half Indian in
his dress and mode of life, sought his game. a region in
which the bear and the wolf were yet hunted, and the
panther, more formidable than either, lurked in the
thickets, and tales of wanderings in the wilderness, and
encounters nith these fierce animals beguiled the length
of the winter nights Of this place. Cooper, although

f arly removed ficm it to pursue hie studies, was an oooa
sional resident throughout his life, and here his laic
years were wholly passed.
At the age of thirteen he was sent to Yale College,

where, notwithetanding his extreme youth.for, with
the exception of the poet, Uillhouse. he was the youngest
in bis cUss, |«nd Uillhouse wag afterwards withdrawn.
his progress in bis studies Is said t« have been honorable
to his talents. He left the college, after a residence of
three yesrs, and became a midshipman in the United
States navy 8ix years he followed the sea, and there
jet wanders, among those who are fond of literary anec¬
dote, a story of tbeycung saiior who, in the street of
one of the Knglish ports, attracted the curiosity of the
crowd by explaining to bis companions a latin motto in
some publie place. That during this period be made
himself master of the knowledge and the imagery which
be afterwards employed to so muoh advantage in his ro¬
mances of the sea, the finest ever written, Is a common
and obvious remark; but it has not been, so far as I know,
observed that from the discipline of a teaman's life he
may have derived much of his readiness and fertility of
invention, much of his skill in surrounding the person-
fh'H. * »??.Tel8 Wil£ ^.g'nary perils, and rescuing
them by probable expedients Of all pursuits, the life
cf a sailor is that which familiarises men to danger in its
most fearful shapes, most cultivates presence of mind
asd most effectually calls forth the resources of a prompt
and fearless dexterity by whioh imminent evil is svolJed
In 1811, cooper. haviDg resigned his post as midship,

man, began the year by marrying Miss Delancey, si«ter
of the preaent liithtp of the diocess cf Western New
\ork, and entered upon a dcmeetic life happily passed
to its clise. He went to live at Mamarooeck, in the
c°nnty of Westcbester, and while here, He wrote -.til
published the first of bis novels, entitled "PreoauUn '

toncernirgthe occasion of writing this work it is re-
lated. thai once as he was reading an Kngllefc novel to
Mrs. Cooper.who bas.witbin a short time put l>- n
laid in the grave betide her illustrious husbsnl en J .

wbcm we may now tay tbat her goodnens wa< noisss
eminent than bis genius.be suddenly laid down f,e
bock, and «aid, "I believe I could write a better myself
Almost immediately be composed a chapter of u p:r.
jected work of fiction, and rexd it to the s*me frien 1! /
judge, who encouraged bim to finish it, and wb«n i. w.s
ccmpleted. suggested its publication Of this he hi I.
at the time, no intention; but. be was at length indured
to submit the manuscript to the examination of the late
Charles Wiihes, of this city. In wbose literary opini on
he had great confidence. Mr. Wilkes advised that it
should be published ; and to these oircumstances we
ewe It tbat Cooper became an author.

1 confess I have merely oipped into this work. Tne
experiment was made with the first edition, deformed bj a
strarge punctuation. a prtfusion of commas, and other
pauses, which puzzled and repelled m«. Its author m ny
jearsafltrwarOs, revised and re-published it, correcting
this fault, and some faults of style also, so that to a
casual Inspection, it appeared almost another work. It
was a preferred delineation of Kuglish manners, though
the author had tben seen nothing of Eogllsh soeiety. It
had, however, the houor cf being adopted by the country
whose manners it described, and being early re-published
in Great Britain, passed from the first for an English

1 ata n°t unwilling to believe what is s*idofit,
that it ccctalced a promise of the powers wnich its
author afterwards put forth.

Thirty y ears ago. in tfce year 1821, and in the thlrtr-
second ol bis life, Cooper publifhed the first of the works
by which he wi;l be kuown to porterlty.the " 8py.-' It
took the readlDg world by a kind of surprise; Its merit
was acknowledged by a rapid sale; the public read with
eagerness, ai.d the critios wondered. Many withheld
their ccmiaendfctUns on account of defects In the plot, or
blemithes in the composition, arising rrom want of pr»c-
tice, and some waited till they could hear the judgment
ol Kurcp- an readers. Yet there were not wanting crit-
Ics in this ccuntry, of wbose good opinion any author in
any part ot the world might be proud, who spoke of It in
the terms it deserved. "Are you not delighted," wrote

a literary friend to me, who has siace rises to high dis-
Unction as a writer.both in vers? and prcse.u are you
not delighted with the ' Spy " as a work cf infinite spirit
and genius'" In tbat word genius, lay the explanation
or the hold which the work had taken on the minds
of men. What it bad of excellence was peculiar
and unborrowed; Its plotnres of life, whether in
repose or activity, were drawn, with broad lights
and shadows, immediately from living originals in
nature or in his own Imagination. To him. whatever be
described was true ; it w»s made a reality to him by the
strength with whichTie conceived it. Ills power in the
delineation of character was shown in the principal
P®rsc uage of his stoiy, Hai vey Birch, on whom, thoug'u
he has chesen to employ him In the ignoble offl :e of a
spy etd endowed bim with the qualities necessary to h s
profession. extreme circumspection, fertility in stra¬
tagem, and the art of concealing bis real character .
qu.iities which, in conjunction with selfishness and
gieeditrss, make the scoundrel, be has bestowed the
virtues of gt i.eroelty, msgranii. ity, and an iatense love
of country, a l.d<li y not to be cor.upted. aud dii-inter-
eFttdness lev i r,o temptation Out of this combisailun
of qualities. he bas wrought a chsrastcr which is a favor¬
ite in nil i>ati< us at d with all el-.? sea of mankind.

ii is se!d thai If yon cast ft p»Vble lsto the ocean, at
the mout.'- of w hurbdr, tfce vibra'i >n c.ade in the w.t-
ter passes gradually on till it stress the icy baniers of
ihe deep si tbo south pole. The spread of Cooper's
rer*1?«tlrri is not confintd within narrower lioilts. The

f-'l > is resd In all wriiter dlajrc^s of Kurops, and
in f ine tf tbc?e of Ai«ia. The Fretuh, immedistiMy after
Itr first sppearar.ee, gsve it to the multitudes who ietd
tLUriar iliHuff d lav guage, aud p'accd it aaiong the first
work* of its clnss. It v as rscitrtj into C'astHian anj
pteeed into ilie Lauds of those wnc dwrll uuder tb*
bt&mseftlis Eouihcrs Cross At K-j'h It par ed flie
eae lew, frit tier o' Kutrpe; .mi lairst reword 1 have
seen ot lis prcgrets towards r.os r lute nnlversslitjr. is nou-
fa'ned in a Hatement "f'.he ' Interna tcn»l Ma^iziae,"
derived. I presume from its author, that in IS 17 it w.u
published in a Tsisiau trur.elatlcn, at Ispahan Usforo
this time I doubt not, they are reading it in some of the
largusgesot llindoetan: and If the Chinese ever trans-
lated anything, it would be in the bands of U.e_iuany
millions >»bo Inhabit the far Cathay.

1 bare spoken of the hesitation which Vmerican or itin
hare felt in ao'mittlng the merits ot the -dpy," on ai-
ocunr t.f crudities in the pi »t or the oomposliion, som,
of which no doubt really existed. An exception ramt
be made lu Uvor of the . l'ort Folio." which, lu s n tlce
written bv Mrs Hale gave the work a oordUl, th»ugh I
cai,not call it an enthusiastic, welcome, an I Coop-r a, I
am informed, never lorgot this act of timely aud ready
kindness.

It nes. perbsps, favorable to the immediate success
(f the "Spy," tiiAt Cooper had fe*v .V oiericau ajuh«>rs to
divide with hiui the pubiic .'.t-ntioa. Tuat crowd of
olevn nen acd women who now write for the ra gv
zmes, who feed out volumes of e'says nketches aud
poeftiS, and mpply th« press with novels, biog .-

phi.s Had bl'iorlcal works were then. tor the ui st
pea. either staujm-rlng their les»ons in the echo .a,
or y t uulorn Vet it I, w»r.fcy of note. th*t juit
'.bout the time that the "ripy" ma,u it, appearance t.ie
.inv.n (f *lat *e now call our literature was juit
breaking, .the concluding numbers of Dana's -fihe
Man, a work neglected it first, but now numbering
.on - g tbe best i hlngs of the kind l* our Uigui,t«, w<\#
i'tueu 'ii the tau,e mouth TSe Sketch Hoox wa'j ih n

ju*t c mpleted; the world was admiring it, and its au-
ih»r wee D.editatif g bis Ora :eb -idge Had * Miss'tfe Jg.
*n:k, sbcut the same time msds her firet e?wy in tint
ehsroilng series of i.ov»!f of domestio life la New E ig
lend, which have gained her so high a reputation Per-
thai, no* unhappily silent, hau ju.t put to press a

uluite i t poems 1 have a cipy of an edition of Halieck s
t> nuy," published in tbe saiae jear; ths posm of Ya

u.ojceu,'' by Kesiburu and Batid', app«iired almost
tiiot.it usywlhlt, f<)vlBgst->n was p.i ng the flr.ieh-
- .cL:r4 va Ut X: , >

. work written with inch grave, ptnudn eloquence,
tkit It belong* «. maek to our literature aa to oar jarie-
pindence. Other contemporaneou* American works
there were. now 1m read Paul AU*n'( poem of "Noah"
ww joat laid on th» counters of the bookaeilera. Arden
pub iehed at the shine time, In thia city, a translation of
Ovid's "T.-iatia, I ueroic verse, in whieh the complaint a
of the tllcminatp man poet wara rendered with great
fidelity to the fat flout, and sometime* not without
beauty. Iflmr- peak of myself, it was la that year
that I timidly < u crusted to the wind* anA waves of pub¬
lic opinion a small cargo of my own.a poem, entitled
.'The Ages," and half a dcien snorter ones, in a thin duo¬
decimo volume. printed at Cambridge.We bid, st the pame lime, works of elegant literature,
freih ftom the press of (iieat Britain, whioh are still
resd and admired. Barry Cornwall, then a young suitor
fsr tune, published in the same year, his "Maroia Colon
na;'; Bjr< n, in th* full strength and fertility of his
genius, pave the readtrs of English his tragedy of
.. JUsfno Fallero. > till was in the midst of his spirited
centre very with Bowles concerning the poetiy of Pope.The " £p) had to suataln a comparison with Bcott'a

" Antlqu»ry,-' published simultaneously with it, and
with Lickhorta Vaieiius," which sevms to me one
of the ki< st remarkable aork* of fiction evei composed.In 1S'»3. and in hii thirty-fourth year, Cooper broughteut bis novel of the '. Pioneers," the scene of which was
laid on tbe borders of his own beautiful lake, lo a re¬
cent t,.;.-ey of Mr Co< per's works, by one of his ad¬
mirers it is intluated tbat ti e reputation of this work
m»y bare been !n some degree factitious Lean not
think so; I cannot see how such a work could^ttpf be¬
coming, sooner or later, a favorite. It was selfl^year*
alter Its flist appearance that I read the ,l Pioneers,"
and 1 read it with a delighted astonishment Here,
said I to myself, is tbe poet of rnral life In tnis
ccuntrv. cur Healed, our Theocritus, ezoept that he
writes without the restraint of numbers, and Is a greater
poet '.h»n tbey. In tbe Pioneers," as in a moving plo-
tuie, are made to pass before us tbe hardy occupationsand spirited amusements of a prosperous settlement, in a
iertile region. encompassed for leagues around with the
primeval wilderness of wo'de; the seasons in their dif¬
ferent aspects, bringl « with them their different em¬
ployments ; forosta fulling before the axe ; the cheerful
population, with the tirst mild day of spring, engaged in
the sugar orchards the chuae of tke deer through the
deep words, and into tbe lake turkey shootings, during
the Christmas holidays, in which the Indian marksman
Tied for the prise of skill with tbe white man ; swif
sleigh rides under tbe bright winter sun, and perllou
encounters with wild animals in the forests.these, an 1
other scenes of rural life, drawn, as Cooper knew how t
draw them, in the bright and healthful oolering of whiei
be was master, gre interwoven with a regular narrative
ef human fortunes, not unskilfully constructed; and haw
cculd ruch a work be otherwise tuan popular !
In the" Pioneers," Leatherstocking la first introduce \

. a philosopher of the woods. Ignorant ol books, ba
instructed in all that nature, without the aid of soienoo.
could reveal to tbe man of quick senses and inquirin<intellect, whose life has been passed under tile open
sky, and in companionship with a race whose animal
perceptions are the acuteet and most cultivated of which
tbere Is any example. But Les.therstockinK has higher
qualities; in him there is a genial blendi ng of the gentlest
virtnes of the olvilized man with the better nature of the
aboriginal tribes, all that in tbem is noble, generous, and
Ideal. Is adopted into bin own kindly character, and all
that is evil is rejected. But why should 1 attempt to
analyse a character eo familiar ! Leatherstccking is ac¬
knowledged, on it.ll hands, to be one of the noblest as
well as most etr iking and original creations of tiotion. In
seme of his subsequent novels. Cooper. for he bad not
yet attained to the full maturity of bis powers.height-
<ned and ennotlsd bis first conception of the character,bnt in tbe "Pioneers" it dazzled the world with the
splendor of novelty

Ills next wtrk was the " Pilot." in whioh he showed
how. from the vicissitudes ot a life at sea, its perils and
escapes, from the beauty and terrors of the great deep,
fum the working of a vessel on a long voyage, and from
the frank, brave, and generous, but peculiar character
of the seaman, may be drawn materials of romance bywhich tbe minds of men may be as deeply moved as by
anj thing in the power of romance to present. In this
walk, Cooper baa had many disciples, but no rival. All

v bo have since written romances of the sea have beea
but travellers in n country of which he was the great
discover, and none of tbem all seem to have loved a
ebip is Cooper loved it, or have been able so strongly to
interest all classes cf readers in its fortunes. Amongother personages drawn with great strergth in the
"Pilot," la the general favorite, Tom Coffin, the
thorough seaman, with all the virtnes, and one or two
of tbe infirmities, ef bis profession, superstitious, as
seamen aie apt to b«, yet whose superstitions striae
us aa but an irregular growth of his devout rejog-niiion of the Power who holds the ocean in the
below of his band: true hearted, gentle, full of
resources, collected in daBger, and at last calmly per-isliirg at the post of duty, with the vessel he has longguided, by what I may call a great aud magnanimousteatb. Hie rougher and coarser companion, Uoltrope, is
drawn with scarcely leta skill, and with a no less vigorousband.
Tte "Pioneers" Is not Cooper s best tale of the Ameri¬

can forest nor the '-Pilot," perhaps, in all respects, bis
best tale of tbe sea; yet, if he had ceased to write here,
tie measure ot his fame would, possibly, have been
scarcely less ample than it now is. Neither of them is
far below the best of bis productions, and in them ap¬
pear tbe two most remarkable creations or bis imagi¬nation. two of the most remaikabie characters in all
fiction.

It was about this time that my acquaint ance with
Cooper began, an acquaintance of more than a quarterol a century, in wuich his deportment towards me
whs that of uuTarlei kindness He then resided a
eouii.rrable [.ait of the) ear, in this city, and here he
had touoded a weekly club, to which many of the
itcst U stinfiiirhed men of the place belonged. Of
lie member* who have eicoe pissed away, were Chansel-
Icr Kent, tte jurist; Wiley, the intelligent and llbHial

1 or a»Mter; 11. try V £edg»ick. always active in schemes
cj b»ttvo ence; Jarvis. tke painter, a man of iafiaite
humor, wlrse je-.ts awoke ineitic^ulshable laughter;Le kai. the ca'.uialist; funds. the poet, Jacob Harvey,
whte- n-eTD-rj is cherirlieU t? &.ai:y friends Of thoa<i
who a e j-ft livirg was Morse, th-* Investor of tbe electric
telegraph; Darand. ttea one of the firet of engraver*,
and lion no less illustrious as a painter; ilenry Janes
Aideisi n. wb( e Lcqulrements might waken tbe env/

c f tbe ilprt fchelars « f the eid world; llaileck, the poet
andwp; Verylanck. who has given the world the bet
ecuiiti if Sli,ks,eare for g^uerai readers; Dr. King,
low at tin bead of Columbia ''ollega, and his two imme¬
diate p> decessirs in tbst c fiice I might enlarge the
list with many other nsmea of no less dl'tinctlon The
artsy and navy contributed their proportion of members,
where names are on record in our national hlstery. Coo¬
per. wfctn in town, was always present, and I remembsr
Loitg struck with the inexhaustible vivacity of his
conversion, and tbe minuteness of bin knowlejge, la
ever) thing which depeided upon acutenesaof observa¬
tion and exactneaa of recollection. I remsmber, too,being somewhat startled, coming fresh as I did from the
seelusicn of a country life. v.ith a certain emphaticfrankness in bis manner, which, howover. I came at last
to like aad admire. Tbe club met in tbe hotel called
Washington Hali tbe site of which is now occupied bypart of tbe oircult of 8tewart'a marbable building." Lionel Lincoln," which cannot be ranked amcng the
successful productions of Cooper, was published in i82i,
and in the year following appeared the Last of tbe Mo¬
hicans," whiah more than reco fared tbe ground lost byit a predecessor. In this work, the construction of the
narrative baa signal defects, but it is one of the trlumpha
of the author's genius tbat he makes us unconscious of
tbem while we read. It ia only when we have had time
to awake from the intenre interest in which he has held
ua by tbe vivid reality of bis narrative, and have begnn
to search for faults in cold blood, that we are able to
find them In tbe 'l Last ef the Mohicans" we have a
bolder portraiture of Leathearetocking than in the
h Pirn»ers."
This work was published in 1850 and in the same vear

fooper sailed with bis family for Europe, lie lsft New
York aa one th* vessels of war. described In his romanoes
cf the sea, foea out ol port, amidst the thunder ot a part¬
ing salute flrom the big guts on the batteries A dinner
was given him just before his departure, attended by
most cf th* distinguished men of the city, at which Peter
A. .lay presided, and Dr. King aldreseed him Interns
which some then thought too glowing, but whioh would
now seem sufficiently temperate, expressing the goodwiibes of his friends, and dwelling on the satisfaction
they premised themselves In possessing so Illustrious a
representative of American literature in the old world.
Cooper was rcatcely in l rt nci when be rememb*red his
friends of the weekly club, and sent frequent missives to
be read at ite meetings; but the club missed its founder,went Into a decline, and not long afterwards quietlyexpired.
The first of Cooper'" novels published after leavingAmerica, waa The Praliie." which appeared early In

1827, a work, with the admirers of which I wholly
agree. I read it with a certain awe, an undefined
sense of sublimity, such as one experiences on entering,for tbe first tine, upon ihose immense grasay deserts
fn ro which the work takes its n»me. The s an!
bis family- that brawny old mon an<j W3 Urge limbed
sens. living in a got* of '^rimMv ,,»trHrohUl b«-
bnrsm, Huggish on b/dtjir/ occasion, bat terrlbUwhen roused, like the hurricane that sweeps the t'fandI ut B5> notoncua wIMeinesi In which they dwell. ae 'Ji a
tiaturel growth of those ancient fields of the West.
Lsallorstockir.g. ft hunter io " The Pioneers." a warrior
in .' The I.ast ot tbe &li hic^ns," a rd now lo his extr»m»
old age. n trapper on the pruie, declined in strength, but
UT>if» «*e 1 in Ictei'.ect. hid looking to lie near cli'e oi"
hts life, and a grave under the long glass as cile'yai
the laborer atsur.set looks to his evening :.luuib*r, lino
less In harmony with tbe silent desert in which ho wan
d«r* K'nially tc are the Indians, still hh coniDanl-ms
copies of the Atcerloan savng* somewhat idraila-d b i:
not the less a part ol the wild nature in wh'cu tt»ey
havs tfc.ir haunts

B* 6 re the year closed. Coop-r bad given the world ao-
. .ther nautical t*lc the '. Bed Itover,'' which, ai'h untiy,

Is c t;t eater favorite than he I'llot." ur.d with reason,
perhap if *e consider principally tbe incidents, which
are ,-n du.'trd described with a greater mastery over
tfc" springs cf pit; and terror.

It happened to Cooper, while he w*i abroad. a> It not
rmlrequently happens to onr cbuntrym^ a. to h-%r the
Unite! P'Rtes dlsndvantajeourly comnared with Rnr >pe.
I!e had himself bren a clo.'e ( tserver of thic^' both her«
hi d in the C'id World and wai con*cious of being .b/) to

\ refute the detractors o. uls country in regud to uiauy
pi Ints. He (ukiishe.l lti alter he had been
tears in Europe^ a series of letters entitie<l No'.I"us of

| the All eiiewrs, by a Travelling Kachi'lor," i.<l whioh he
j gate a favorable acc .ur-t of tne working of our ins'.ltit-

tlr r" *T:cj vlndlca'»d hia coun'ryfr.m various flippant
| and Ul-n>ture4 nilsrepresenlat'f riS of f jroignere. It vi

I ra'ber too ciea-nred In atyle but is written from a mind
full 't the sulject, and f>om a memory wonderfully
stored with p*rtlrui,vr* Although twenty-four M>a-s
1 v tlapr 1 . tee its public < ion, butlW.tlo of the viull
ci on hia become Obnlet*.
Cooper 'on d 1. S country, and was proul of h .. h>-

toiy »* i b« < institutions but it puzzles man7 th it h>i
should have appealed, at d.ilerent times, aa her euiog^t
and her s-'ufor My friends, sh* is worthy both of
praise and ef blame, and Ceep«r was not the man to
shrink frcm bestowing either, at what seemed to him
the proper time. He defended her from detractors
abroad. h* sought to save her frcm fla't»rers at hom»
I will not say that he was <n as good humor wl,ki hij
country when he wrote 'T- e Founl " .. )
wrote his Notion* ef the .kmvricana but . 1
say, that, whether he oommeaded or censure u . 1
it In the sincerity of his heatt. as a true Am». >u,
and in the belief thnt it would do good. Ill* 1 Notions
of the Americsns" were mor-< li ; to lessen than to

1 itrn'sje hjj jx>pul»r,tj In invmasj ,*\'J

war* put forth without tki ilighteet regard to European
MfJlllM.

In 'Hie, ho brooght oat the novel entitled the "Wept
of Wish-ton With," one of the few of hie works which
we now niflj hnt mentioned. Ho wm engaged In th*
ccu.pre'tlon of » third nautical tale, whitti he atter<r«rd*
published uider the cane of the "Water- Witch,' when
the memorable revolution of the three day i of J uijr
buke oat. He sew a government, ruling by<i»«r mul la
defiance of rublfe opinion, overthrown in a few h<.ur,«.
with little bloodshed; he nw the French nation Ur from
belig Intoxicated with their new liberty peacefully a 1-
drterirtt ihemselvee to the discussion of the institution*
under whieh they were to live. A work Which (Jooper af»
ter* aids published (his Residence in Kurtpe' ), givestbe
outline 1 1 a p an ei ¦DTMIWl for Prance, furnished 4y
Mil at t* i»t time to Lafayette, with whom be was then on
Lalita cf oltrc and daily lutiuiaoy. It woe hie idee to
give permanence to the new order of thing*, by x: lat¬
ing two strong parties in itn support. (he friende of
bgltimary and the republicans, lie sugg.'"ted that
Henry V rhiuld be called to the hereditary throne of
Krance. a jcuth yet to be educated as tiie head of * free
people. lhat the pterageebouid be abolished, and a L*«ii-
lature of two chambers establirbsd. with a constituency
of at least a million and a hall of elector*. the Henate to
be chcseu by the general vote, ax the representative* of
tbe tntiro nation, and tbe nu mbers of the other home
chosen by districts, aa tbe lepreseutatives of the 1 >c il
iuttUKte. To the middle ground of politics, so oaten ta
tiously occupied by Louis Philippe at the begintiia* of
bin reign, be predicted a brief luiatlon. believing that It
wculd epsedily be merged in despotism. or rnppi inted by
the popular > ule. Il» prophecy lias been fultiiled more
amply than he could bare imagined.fuUllUd lu bitti its
alternatives

In one of the controvrsles of that time. Cooper bora a
dixtirguiehed part. The Hi mm Bi iwniqm a perlodioal
published in 1'aris boldly affirmed the gi.veruiu>-nt of the
United States to be one of the most expensive in ttn
world, and itn people among the most heavily tax 'I of
mankind. Thia ecHertb n wna supported witn a c"rtain
show of proof, and the wrltt r affected to have established
the conclusion that a republic niuHt necessarily b < rnore
expensive than a monarchy. The partisans of the
oourt were delighted with the rea.«oniag Of the article,
and claimed a triumph over our antlent friend Lafayette,
who, during forty years, had not oeased to hold up the
government of the United States tis the oheapeat In ch>'
world At the suggestion of Lafayette, Cooper replied to
this attack upon his country. Is a letter, which Ws trunc¬
ated into French, and together with another fiom (Inde¬
ral Bertrund, for many years a resident in America, was
laid before the people of Krauce
Tbese two letters provoked a shower of rejoinders, in

which according to Cooper, misstatements were min¬
gled with scurrility. Ue commenced a relies of letters
on the question in dispute, which were published in the
National, a dally sheer, and gave the first evidence of
tbat extraordinary acuteness it controversy, which wts
no lees characteristic of his mind than the vigor of bis
imagination. Tbe enemies of Lafayette preesed into
heir service Mr I.eavitt Harris, of Jtfew Jersey. afcer
wards our Chan e d'Allaires at the Court of France, but
Cooper replied to Mr Harris, in the tfit'onal 'l Way1. 1882. closing a discussion in which he had elfectu* lysilenced those who ol jected to our ini'liutions on the
(oore of economy. Of these letters, which would form
an important ohipter In political entente, no entire
copy, 1 have been told. Is to be foind ia this ooun'.ry.
One of the consequences of earnest controversy is

almost ii. variably pcrsounl ill-will Cooper waa told by
i one wbo held an official Nation under the French go-

verment, that the part be had taken in this dispute oon
oeriting taxation, would neither be forgotten nor for¬
given. The dislike he bal incurred In :h*t quarter was
strengthened by his novel ofthe "Bravo." published in this
year 1831, while he was in the midst of his quarrel with

I the aristocratic party In that work, of which ho has' blmselt justly eaid that it was thoroughly American ia
all tbat belonged to it. bis object was to show huw in
(titutionr, professedly created to prevent violence and
wrotg. bectme, when perverted from their natural des¬
tination, the iottruments of injustice, and how, in every
k\ stem which makes power the exclusive property of
the strong, the westc are sure to bg oppressed. The
work ia written with all the vigor and spirit of his
beet novels; the magnificent city of Vsnloe, in
which the scene of the story is laid, sUnd-
continually before tbe imagination, and from tiice
to time the gorgeous ceremonies of the Venetian
republic pass under our eyes, such as the marrUge of the
Doge with the Adriatic, and the oonteftof the uoad la*
for the priie of speed. The Bravo himself, and several
of the other characters are strongly conceived and die
tirpulshed, but the most remarkable of them all is ths
spirited and generous hearted daughter of the jail er.

It has been said by some critics, who judge of Coopsr
fcy his failures, that he had no skill in drawing female
characters By the same prooess, it might, I suppo-e, bo
shown that Raphael was but an ordinary paint'r. It
must be admitted that when Cooper drew a lady of high
breeding, he was apt to pay too much attention to the
formal part of her character, and to make her a mere
bundle of cold proprieties. But when he plaoes his horo
lues In some situation in life which leaves him nothing to
do but to make them natural and true I know of nothing
finer, nothing more attractive or more individual , thanthe portraitures he haa given n*.

Figaro, the wittiest of tbe French periodica!*, Ant
at tbat time on the liberal Bid*, commended tbe " lira
to;'' tbe journal* on the side of the government cen
aured it. Figaio afterward! pawed Into the hand* cl
the aristocratic party, and Ooeper became ib» otg*ct of
its attacks. He was not, however, a man to be drlveu
from any purpose whleh he had formed, either by lUt
tery or abuse; and both were tried with equal ill sac
cees In 1832 he published his ''Heldenmauer." and in
1633 his 'lleadsman ofBerne,'' both with a political de
sign similar to that of the '. Uravo." though neither oi
them iikes tbe rume high rank among his works.
In 1883 alter a residence of seven years in different

parts of Kurope. brt mostly in Franc*, Cooper returned
10 his Dative country The welcome which he met on hi«
return was somewhat chilled by the eff ct of tbe attack*
made upon bim in France, and remembering with wha*.
teal acd at what sacrifice of the universal acceptancewhich bis works would otherwise have met. he bad main¬
tained the cause ot bis country against the wits and
oratrrs of the court party in France, we cannot wonier
that he should have Nit this coldness as undeserved
He published shortly after his arrival in this country"A I.etter to hi\Oountrymen." In which he complaln»d
of tbe censure cast upon him In tbe American newspa
pe rs, gave a history of the part be had taken in imposingthe mlettitementa of the A'i rue Uiitanniqut, and wirned
his couLtrytaen (gainst the too c mmin error of resort¬
ing, with a blind deference, to foreign authoiities often
swajrd by national or political prejudices. f»r our opin¬ions of American authors Ooltg beyond this topic, he
examined and reprehended the habit of applying to the
interpretation of our own constitution maxims derivel
from the practice of other governments, particularlythat of Great ltriUin. The importance of construingthat instrument by its own principles, he illustrated by.cssidtriog n-reral points In dispute between the parties
of the day, on which he gave very d«cid 'd opinions.
The principal effect of this pamphlet, as it seemed to

me, wss to awaken in oertain quaiters, a kind of reseat-
ment that a euccessful writer of Action should presume
to fcive lesfC'T.s in politios. I meddle not hsre with the
etneiueion* to which he arrived, though I must be al-
lowrd to say that they were stated and argaed with great
ability. In 1835, Cooper published '. The Monniklns," a
satirical work partly with a political aim and in the
same year appeared bis "American Uemoorat." a view of
tbe civil and social relatlone{of the UnlteJ 8'at-s disea¬
sing more gravely various topic* touched upon la the
former wore, and pointing out in what respects he
deemed the American people in their practise to have fal¬
len short of the excellence of their institutions.
He found time, however, for a more genial task, that of

giving to the world bis observations on foreign countries.Tn 1830. apprared his' Sketches of Switzerland," a series
of letters In four volumes the second part published about

two months after tho first, a dell^stlui work, written in a
more fluent and flexible stjle than h:s u Notions of the
Amerk-ans.'-' The Crst part of " Qleanicgs In Kurope."
giving an account of bis residence in France, followed in
the same jrar and the seoond part of the same work,
containing his observations on Kn^'Und, was published In
April. 18.'i7. In these works, forming a series of eight
volumes, he relates and describe* with much of the same
dl'tinctness M lu his novels, and his remarks on the man-
ears and institutions of the d'fferent countries, often
ragaelcus and always peculiarly bis own, derive, from
their frequent reference to contemporary events, an
bi-torloal interest
In 18C8 appeared " Homi ward Bound/' and " Home a*

Found," two satirical novels. In which Cooper held up to
ridicule a certain class of conductors of the newspaper
prses in America These works had not the good fortune
to become popular. Cooper did not, and. perhaps, be¬
cause he was too deeply in earnest, would not, Infuse into
his satirical works tbat gaiety without which satire bo-
C( mes wearisome. I hellsve. however, that If they hid
been written by anybedy else, they would have met with
more favor; but tie world knew that Cooper was able to
give them Foroelhlrg letter, and wopI4 not be *».,!
with any thing shcrl of bis btss. gome chiUbliy Ima¬
gined thatb'csuse, in ihe twj wotks I have ju<t Men¬
tioned, a newt paper editor Is In'rodired In whose charac¬
ter almost eve!j po.-eiblo vice ot his profession is ma te to
flrd a place, Co< per Intended an in Mscriminate attack
upon the WDOle btdy of wtitcn ur tbe newspaper
press, forge tfirg that such a p Hralture wis a *i-

tire only ou iLose to wh'.m It bore a likenesv IVe
fave become less sensitive and more r-a'cnab'.e
of late, ard the m'nthly periodicals maVe sport for
their read- rs of tbe f >11 e^ and lgrnrnn..e o| the n? wpap r
atMtois witbr ut aw»k»nlrg U.e fi.^lit'st res. ntment; but
Cccj « r led the way lu this sort ofdUclp'ln" acd I ra¬
mi mb«r some iiB'unces of towering Indignation at hl»
audacity express-d in he j Uirn!« of that tlir.e
Tie next jear Cooper ran-e liLi appearance before the

public in a new deportment cf writing His aval his¬
tory of the United States was brought out in t»o octavo
volumes at 1'hiladelphia by Carey St !.>.» la writing
he stories if the re a. his attention t.aj been much turn¬
ed to this f ubiect sod his mind filled with strlkiug ia-
cldentB !r< u: expeditions and battle* in wbioh our naval
con.matder* had been engaged. This mnd« hi? ta-k the
lighter; lu' be gathered bis materials with great indus¬
try at d with a conscientious attention to ex»:tn»es for
he wss tot a man to take a fact fir granted, or allow im¬
agination to csnrp the place of inquiry . n« digested
cur ia\al annals into a lariat.lve, written with spirit it
is true, but with that nir of sincere d* aiiDg wbioi the
reader willingly takes as a pi- dge of its authenticity.
An alrldsHiett of tbe wtitk w»s ef:'*wards prepared

acd jubiM t d by ihe aath< r Ttt Ktmhut xl> Kn'.ic In
. n article profe«»irg to eiiimlue the *'»feii;ert« b >'h cf

Cooper's w. rk hi d «f tbe Ili-tory of v^e Krglish Navy,"
«iiiteji l.y Mr Jatres a veierionry surjeon made a /to
1' r>t tt'aclt up >n tha Ameiican woik L uf'.rtun-i'al/. it
tcck Jam- r.'s narrative as it rc le unlJe. »?>¦! f llowed it
ip.pliolt'.y. Ct<(.p-r npl!»d In to- !)' ¦¦ iu U--uu- f«r
Ja uaiy. 18 1(». and by a n»»v»ly arrly'r «'flr" s'ote-
ro'iile cc niiciing Jsuie s of sei; e: ntradlct n in a -t
» very oa- I 'iUr In * i ich he d :<d frciu him '. f r lot
(('b '.hJ ni(« srd the revlev.-er. 1. wai a rtfu'.ati a
Til ich r lLiiit 1 ot no r»join ler.

s-ciij ht> .l-:ng In Ot>op«r'« l!f was so rem irkablo. nr
ic> rti.kii t-i> ille>trated hie character, ai his it* «- itl»
the Be»e('ai.,-r presa. He SEg»g«d in It »r« r prove,:*
ti. cs cmDi and long endured, itui' pr »e, utsd 1". tUroug1!
je»:i'. with H'"e.tt energy, perreveraace h. 1 p im tl
deiletlty. till be »as lelt master of tt 'CelJ Iiw it I
t,in about to ray ot If. I hop- I sba'.l not tiive < ifmoe to
any one, as I stall speak aithcut the eUght.>t lii tlev.>-
lsnce toeaids tliose wi n whom he wagsd thh iro-
veray Over some of them, as over «oaie of 'belt r--
nowntd adversary, the grave haa now closed \
.hall rne trut'i he spoken, if nn* the grav> ?

I hav' r- edy n'.lu.led t ¦ ..'i ilp»l c*u- < whl'.h
protoKfU ii<e II w piper V ,i .per. If be 'nd
Belt: t'l v." ' f , *' n u:. n > ta'-f

t
vl Al'tUii- , .. * .- --

pr«#M I hare little donbt that ha would hare been

£"*tack. / coot. however. a£rtbT£2 tffS
Jotifni^'f f to pers. nal malignity, One
HceHoi I .vir'i? i

**»nj pie of another with little r*-

><fhii.n '« 1 .
In mo#t case*. till it became a eort of

mot v.
" n,*r,l7 t0 d«ory hiis works, but to arraign hia

li -to w« rtUiih?t' ln.183'A wbl,# h" WM ln p«". M.r.

rgto i A01""c*" newspaper, porport-
in* » It nr.K

<rl f"", ffhl' work*; bat refiect-

"I <.»!¦«. i, ti r« >»f.Pr y h:H P""100*1 character.
CM.T." V, {' b" l" rrrf"a to have said, '. for thn

Ibese attacks < u m," X!" ''"'r"ittn th" ,l"der. It
years at »? mv

cjaraoter rhould h» kept up fire
N. w V . rk cZZ u? , \^,"«. t0

sa,iv.L"°"* l- '»ik<

Wb'.D. th,*!v fc"Uor" w' r' A"t b-nun. I reuMiect it
»««. '^tfocper ha I f.-je-, . ,.rp which wwhi

glTi> htm « great deal of trou1 1» ana eifcct but little
grod. I m d to mystlf-.
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. ,
"Alii ! Leviathan In no* an Wmed "

,
"* P'»cefdad, howerer 1 s»* that he hid under-

itocd .1 , ffl»iur I etter than I II- put ,i hook bito
tne oc«e tt this huge monster willowmg in als inky
pool »nd bespattering the pseeers by; he drag? 4 him
to Ujh J*».d and him fracraM*. one Milt follow-
fd uoolh'r; ona editor was su-d I think, half a d»ier>

i ",f tb' «l I uui themselres under a seaon l

kimfliM wi
Ujb ,ir"t *an tri"i In »i'»'iloatinr

one'' hi . I th
t*'Ra'*rB »*».«' t toe char*.. of pablishUw

em th.r
'
v
" *tWy ":'-n floundered iat?

STS#?, XOTni
haeBot retracted bin liLele ''V,ry m"U 1 * *u*,d' *,l<>

wluia n'i 'l '

BU^iV'of"the tU ,1'to
hVirJu^d' h*"^IMhe°n 1 !'" ^iogul/i'he'd lawyer^
hi,V?e«, »t &\ ;r :.h" or

matter in d1t, . i .V ,
Krie, which wu th»

clear, nhiilful Hr.d perJai|"e* but h'u WM

waa »aij i. h- 7, ,,
but hu °lo»mg argument

n'hlrg likMt" ' "r'hd y ,ek"«u,'Dt- "I have hear!
of Bonnet''

' a barri«>r to m-, ".inoe th# 4a,a

Cocp«r brhiiTpc! liberally towards hln antftsonl»t> *r>
tr iH pfouniarj r® ooncerntd, thouirb «omfj

After"? n>M'» "«-^tkwr by binkruptcy*
After I relluTe, abr>ut six year a of UtigaMon the newl-
tcftwardP/ltr,K|t y' 'nt0 » P»'-iflo d>po*itioo
ar^M^ r .ry- K"a ' ""ntest doged with tho
account of pecuniary profit iind |om ho far a« he wan

wa"Cf«rrnfrnm hftr'y b il^nc"a " r0< wion of the«e «uit«

th^resnU w»? r hfH ^ wb" Pror°ked thorn, ba«

to him ..
J ,Uc""'t 1 ''redifable to all ptrtee-

tont?f ' "" t0 l»" adrniuigtra-

had btiu, tojthink of him a, a controTer 'aliit
j f'd P«"'V-rin^ ocr u pit I with 1.1a o "*'nalwTon!f-

ardfchemef-ofatttickauad-ffnce. They wew HtStlZt
from this e.timute cf hia characl. r by the moral b«n^
of that gloiious worli. I must po oill it: by tho viriij^
new and foroo ofltg delineations, by the unsociieil lnvn
nature, a|ipnrent in ertryp<Ke, and by the froth anrf

rhtch'Vrry * h""' «"lVH lif» tn ^e narra-
ilveanu tbe dialogue Cooper vha now In hi» nrtn a..>,

pa?tr'ofhu'm|1.r!!v,;lfCh hMl"' theearlier
intrlt , .k

^ fa Wafl Wrltt«'" with to much ef what

r.u,Ti" i:r" r ' f yr«th- »r th*;
Mirth. l! »f? "D highurvigcr I recollect th*

rerva i'r n mu,
appearance [ was Informed of an ob-

the liter"tnre of Su? coun^V'^a'^'^hl'1'"^!"^ itt

fir son
Ud "" an;1 tb" *'J,hnrari unhappy ooolneVfciaJ

« pJSSSJ??K 2Mt*Jl Ah hr ""i^hed theread.ng , f tha

Willon"ooneV-t^m I,d' r""r whit tb'V
r««t mJZ i ^ m,ln1,lrho wt'"« th'« book la not only
8 pn at mau, but a /*ood m>/n })

«iiT^f f the ' I'athflnd»r" were iiulckly recon-

tNy 'awhlm"®VP?'ttr*»0* °f 1 'lth""'°^.og, when

ihlJh ih. k v , 1°, "rt a diff-rant part from any

«wMmk ha,d h"h,,rtr' »" 'Kned hlul-wh-n tney
ar^laii?nJ^ wM k" ? ,vpr, l'Uc"J ,n «w Mid" Of us-
/tccintiona which invep>ted his character with a blither
and more all. ctlng her.ilpm In this work ai« two f.>miln

chatio^rs portrayed In a masterly m inner-tK«S
a s duuKbtor, Mabel Onuhaoi, tfHQeroii^. rnAoiut# v«f

Udi«" w< roan, call'd by hec

«n«eiion :'T Jun.?,B P'Wo»ifl«aHon of female truth,
h fleet ion. and sympathy, with a strong aboriginal aa>tt

wblchriS?" br!gbt a,,,1 PU" tta tUtft0®

mn»ww'!i<lf pubHfhed near the close of tho

1'rZ.r'. iiM 11 vB® ?f A!ie l'tro,,>?*', characteristica or

.H lhluf !i, i! thB wbi.jh appear¬
ed In 1841, another of his f.salherstocklng tales, he gave

brr noIT/h rJ* * Pa'bflnder. Leather.tockufg ta

of thltV«« « "" !." lt*u y yf>u,h 10 the ,irat

i h i. ll 8!,C ly Whlch ig hlet,J'J harmoniously
Ter. of fh^. , ?.d 1°,<!nu?u, «""<! »««¦. T.»e two daugh-
labl il.^i '"tired freebooter dwelling on the otae go-
lake, Inspire ncarcely leu Intarant than the priniloal

,h' pr"'" h'r be"»'7 -TiZr
admiration h.^P '"M contending with a fatal love of
JiHb k!» a^ A fascinated with a constant inter-

r .i"' *hlch<. wllh confumciate skhl. we are

iaa^llwli.. K !?,®?t,'J*0tUr® ,bKtl t0 ka,,w- *nj Netty,
in »hf Z.i i f Ca» U ,u P"r,oa- weak-minded, but wise

!<?«h . i H weuknef s, beyot-d the wi,dora tf the

reII«?on ..
' hfough the row.r of coneclen0. a"

hJl.lf' character or Detty would havo b^en a

.dSJbiySSSS" f"b"r """" >¦»' '» »" " *.»

rack among Coor»rr> ««*a Ui« « rh- n ? » n'gll

r* a: :..*
wMchhe mPbr' n Mfm" U mH that fb* mastery'w" hi
ffcre lh?mW,"i'eB f""1'1 Proo""1on« of events pis be-

^S£S5rS'

BttirllKf h*re t0 "»y. «hat Cooper, though n»t .

word a m
,nth" highest seoa« of tba

x±>. ;K«rr;r,,r.r
I1n'th 'f lite, no shadow or chill

fX«* WfcS'To? «<la/ru°iU
whic'h'ha hVi? u*'P°"'*^anby ° th'e ^controvirsiea i'n
they had ^4r t i°Wed lblm,e" t0 become angagsd -that

M>?Da i1uUitV0 \'r" uu" ot hi,

trMtin^&nd tfirm? flaD'bropy, or appearance of oon-

»it in bU Mlow h-f. *"7 '"<>. "f an int«r-

earl er workg.
l"a l"*" ftnJ fr<« th»n >n hla

v£A?n'»W.Z following^ IKaa^
CTfat Interest0 '{V" "n" "5? 1»eation, in which ha took
feei.rl I,,'., Uw 'bought that the dlspoMtion mani-

h» df m H 5 .qV " ,0 ""fc" conceaatona to what
he deemrd a denl»l of the rights of pr p-rty was a first

®ci?Li?«*Ki0at d,aDl5,'rou', P "b. To discourage this dls-

^The He,uir/°M >e?Jk"4nBl°*' " 1'he Cbainbeare,-. anj
w«nf »hw j T y are dWiCtlc in their deiian, as 1

beit noVel. KnT. . ?
' nT#nutl0B *h!ch h«longs to Cooper e

fcnt Prlr I? y ha(1 b#'n written by anybody
tut Ccrper.by a member of Congre-s, for exam-jl- or
an .»'««»» politician of any clwa- bey wou?d haw
made his repuutlon. It w^.aij Iamu'l h v a ll^I
Kml! K.ntS? " ¦"* °lt" *»¦ I"

:ssa/t*s«.>% z
length to which I hav» found 1c extending, has Induced

hla life
' SeTa' wriit'B ""he las; ten y.ars of

tr.f. hi. i ?
confine myself to those whiah be.t Ulus-

' ?h! wivVr^h«^Cter-. Tt» Ust '>{ hi' novela wi
*.",">'..1 1» lb. r,.m ..r . Jmu,-1"1 '"u

.i.i'.i'i.siit.?;?ssss^vffTi »»-

"ss'ud£ Tt"**1

.SHwi"!V^*1?*h?rh 7h. » i worka, atd greet as was tne favorwitla
hich (hfy w<re reciev*<J. pecuniar? rowardu of

b,s f uccefs w- re far l'Sf t^an hai b?en generally suppoead
-scarcely as l ,m inf.rm. a tenth part of whatth^-

n< n rui- or made tht-m Uia f*ul9 w4g infinitely the
argehtarkiiowledmcec: Which this most auccei.dal ot
American authors reseived for his labors.

" l'he W ays oi the Hour ' appeared in 1850 At this
tlaa his personal appjar -.nee wai remvkabie He wemeii

pe'tect htal'.h ai J la the h g'i -st energy and actlv-
ity . f his faculties X Lava (c?'c?ly seen any man ats
that perl<d o: 1: f » on eh ua Msy-ara sa'. more I'ght-
7 11 is convenation had lost r> -ne of Us Uveilness-
hough it fretued acmewfa'. «c»re guntle and forbear-
irg iu tone, snd his fplrlts n na of their elasticity li»»
was corteirplatlrg I hare si-ic - b-»n told, anoth-n

I eatheritocklug tale, de«i/iio;t that he hid not yet ex-
ii«u» t'-d chavacter, and tooae who ooasidHr whui
newmonrces it yielded tin. In the I'athffnder an<J
mUtikt'n "l^fr' W"' rrad"y oonolude that he wu nob

The dirt are, bovsver. by whi. :> he was remoyed wa*
eTt n tbentepentilrgoT.rhljj. au l not long afterwar'H

Iritiits here were grieved to learn that his h»al£)>

.v;/sz= b"^"b»rV.,i;v0r:tr^u:'"^

aa
fi-K< ol hie ,1k ... -f,K h a bearlrg the suffer

.u-h BiiW 1 Tl tl n"t' y 'lrniije«8, gave hint

I'ti uf'e i -.rv.Vl, lh* m*tedy appeared to

DAtlon a (| , ,!. ? d-llcat Iv f t ita fatal teroai-

n.elk choiv ».'r ^ * *"'* with the m«i<
< "ler »-*ul»e P? I008.' 4 fi* d*y« afterwarJd
>h« 14th , r a f IUi2 1"* J(''P Of his family, on

PbTaldhJ. ".,'»bt'i"»««!ayl>e r- that ou whi/h h^

s rearanuv wTf'^ if i hli,1 "lxty 81 c aJ ymt Ut J"J»
i « >«t

pain- in V-~o »»J ratlglous hope.
.r l\l . ,1 Tr mao t0 hM V) l*«- anl fb»t atata ot

I v fh& jir#*,'»'nt ^>111 a pfrtr-iratJoa, h»d 00-

cup.. a ranch of LI, thorgV* du-Irg hii whals lifs:ioit,
eitO he crossed, * lh a «t -"re r mp «ure, the mytteriou.1
«B ^ which dlvl les thl" II t'rt m the n.-at.
The departure rf »vrh a man. in tn» full strength of hitf

fscultlts -on . l.' m fb*t o. untry had for thirty yetm
I' 1 k»d as oce ( f (he permanent I'. na'ueute of its lltwri
turr. ard -I - , he ! u ... ^aoeiurj wuh,
»" "'.'.* >. *'t«» Chtr- »«»!, w.m blame, haft
-k.v. .^e.it a ...44ir^ k


